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Starter:  
This brand new series is an exciting exposition of the seven “signs” in the Gospel of John.  Of the 34 miracles 
of Jesus recorded in the four Gospels, only 7 are found in John.  What is particular in John is that the miracles 
are called “signs” (Gk.- sēmeion); whereas in the other three Gospels they are typically referred to as “power” 
(Gk.- dynamis).  John is interested in the interpretation of the acts of Jesus and through these “signs” he shows 
that Jesus has mastery over the created order, and over disease, sickness and death (the raising of Lazarus is 
one the 7 signs).  A sign points to something beyond the immediate context, and we should be looking for 
something profound being said with each sign.  Read John 20:30-31 – John selected only a few signs among 
the many performed by Jesus…in order that we can believe that Jesus is the Christ and thereby have life in 
His name.  Pastor Mark has already hinted at the meaning in 2:1 of the “third day” (likely a reference to Jesus 
rising on the third day), and that Moses’ first sign before Pharaoh is that water was changed to blood (a sign of 
judgment), whereas Jesus’ first sign was changing water into wine which is a type of His blood (a sign of 
mercy).  Can you see anything else in these verses…keep looking deeper as we explore more of the 
amazing signs of Jesus in the Gospel of John? 
 

Discussion points: 
1. Great gifts can indeed come from small packages.  When Philip told Nathanael about Jesus of 

Nazareth, the One written about by Moses and the prophets, Nathanael said "Nazareth! Can anything 
good come from there?" (John 1:46).  Cana was a small and likely inconsequential town, yet Jesus 
chose to perform His first “sign” there.  Have you been held back by the thought that you have come 
from a humble place, or that God could not possibly be interested in demonstrating His glory through 
you?!  (Note: In the Bible God almost always chooses humble places and humble people.) 

2. It has been said that without a test there can be no testimony.  The groom’s family faced 
embarrassment and, as Pastor Mark mentioned, they could even be fined by the government for 
running out of wine—yet to this day what happened in Cana is still recounted because of the miracle 
that Jesus performed.  Can anyone think of a test they had and where, in hindsight, the test became 
an amazing testimony to the glory of God? 

3. The Lord specializes in doing the impossible; in changing the ordinary into the extraordinary.  Pastor 
Mark remarked that the miracle happened somewhere in transit between the dipping into the jars and 
the delivery to the master of the banquet—and only the servants who had drawn the water knew what 
happened.  How can we better see the hand of God in our ordinary lives?  

4. The six stone water jars were used for ritual purification.  Going through the same motions over and 
over again will only get us so far.  As Jesus explained to Nicodemus in the next chapter, only the Spirit 
of God can infuse freshness into our lives.  How do we keep ourselves from going stagnant in our walk 
with God? 

 
 
Diving Deeper: 
This series is called “When You Need a Miracle” and this first part of the series focuses our attention on the 
outlook we have of our own condition—specifically, “WHEN I AM UNSATISFIED WITH LIFE”.  Is there 
something more to life than what I am experiencing now?  If we are transparent we will all admit that we desire 
more.  This is not in itself a bad thing, as God has placed in us a hunger for Him that will keep driving us 
forward.  Paul said, “I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:14).  The key is to focus our drive in spiritual directions.  Is there someone here in 
particular who would like prayer for a miraculous second-wind in their spiritual sails?  (If yes, please pray for 
the one, two or more who indicate they want prayer.)  Let us pray together so that we continually anticipate a 
fresh touch of Jesus on the ordinariness of our life…He will make it extraordinary! 


